
Think With Socrates An Introduction To
Critical Thinking

A Witty Wander Through Wisdom: Why
'Think With Socrates' is a Must-Read
(Even if You Think You Don't Like
Philosophy!)

Let's be honest, the words "philosophy" and "introduction" can sometimes conjure
images of dusty tomes and snoring lectures. But fear not, dear reader! 'Think With
Socrates: An Introduction To Critical Thinking' is about as far from that as you can get.
Imagine, if you will, being whisked away on a whimsical adventure, not to a mythical
land of dragons, but to a vibrant, intellectually stimulating landscape populated by
the ever-wise, and surprisingly charming, Socrates himself.

From the moment you crack open this book, you're not just reading; you're
participating. The author has crafted an imaginative setting that feels less like a
classroom and more like a lively tavern where brilliant minds gather to chew over the
big questions. It’s a place where your own thoughts are not just welcomed, but
actively encouraged to dance and duel with Socrates’ legendary methods. Forget
stuffy pronouncements; this is a conversation, a friendly, sometimes hilariously
probing, dialogue that makes you feel like you're right there in the agora, a vital
participant in the unfolding of ideas.

What truly sets 'Think With Socrates' apart is its remarkable emotional depth. You
might expect a book about critical thinking to be all logic and no feeling, but you’d be
delightfully wrong. Socrates, as presented here, is not just a brain; he’s a character
with genuine heart. His gentle probing, his genuine curiosity about the human
condition, and his unwavering belief in our capacity for self-understanding resonate
on a deeply personal level. You’ll find yourself nodding along, not just because the
logic is sound, but because it *feels* right. It taps into those universal human desires
for truth, for clarity, and for a deeper understanding of ourselves and the world
around us. This emotional resonance ensures that the lessons stick, transforming
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abstract concepts into tangible insights that can genuinely enrich your life.

And the universal appeal? It’s astounding! Whether you're a bright-eyed young adult
grappling with your first existential queries, a seasoned book club member looking for
your next stimulating discussion, or a general reader simply curious about how to
think better, this book has something profound to offer. The principles of critical
thinking are not confined by age or experience; they are tools for navigating life itself.
'Think With Socrates' demystifies these tools, making them accessible, engaging, and,
dare I say, fun! You’ll discover your own inner philosopher, your own inner questioner,
and you might just surprise yourself with how much you enjoy the process.

This book is more than an introduction; it's an invitation to embark on a magical
journey of intellectual discovery. It’s a testament to the enduring power of thoughtful
inquiry and the joy of genuine understanding. If you're looking for a read that will
make you think, make you feel, and leave you with a newfound appreciation for the
art of questioning, then look no further. 'Think With Socrates' is a treasure, a timeless
classic that continues to capture hearts worldwide because it reminds us of our innate
capacity for wisdom.

I wholeheartedly recommend 'Think With Socrates'. It's a book that
entertains as much as it educates, and its lasting impact on how you
approach ideas and conversations is undeniable. This is an experience you
won't want to miss!
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ranging from the symposium to the apology this is a concise but authoritative guide
to the most important and widely studied of plato s socratic dialogues taking each of
the major dialogues in turn arguing with socrates encourages students to engage
directly with the questions that  socrates raises and with their  relevance to 21st
century life  along the way the book draws on socrates thought to explore such
questions as what is virtue and can it be taught should we obey the law if we don t
agree  with  it  do  brave  people  feel  fear  can  we  find  truth  in  poetry  arguing  with
socrates also includes an extensive introduction providing an overview of the key
themes of the dialogues their political and cultural context and socrates philosophical
method guides to further reading are also provided to help students take their studies
further making this an essential one volume reference for anyone studying these
foundational philosophical works

an introduction to socrates ideal for undergraduate students taking courses in ancient
and greek philosophy

the popular  author  and boston college philosophy professor  kreeft  presents  this
introduction to philosophy to help beginners not only to understand philosophy but to
fall  in love with it in his forty years of teaching philosophy kreeft says the most
effective  way  to  accomplish  this  purpose  is  to  read  socrates  philosophy  means  the
love of wisdom kreeft uses the dialogues of socrates in this book to help the reader
grow in that love of wisdom he says that no master of the art of philosophizing has
ever been more simple clear and accessible to beginners as socrates he focuses on
plato s  dialogues the apology of  socrates as a model  partner  for  the reader  to
dialogue with kreeft calls it the magna carta of philosophy a timeless classic that is a
portable classroom

brief yet comprehensive think with socrates an introduction to critical thinking uses
the methods ideas and life of socrates as a model for critical thinking it offers a more
philosophical historical and accessible introduction than longer textbooks while still
addressing all of the key topics in logic and argumentation applying critical thinking
to the internet mass media advertising personal  experience expert  authority the
evaluation of sources writing argumentative essays and forming a worldview think
with socrates resonates with today s students and teaches them how to apply critical
thinking in the real world at the same time it covers the ancient intellectual roots and
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history  of  the  field  placing  critical  thinking  in  its  larger  context  to  help  students
appreciate its perennial value author paul herrick incorporates original sources from
newspapers  a  variety  of  media  and  philosophical  writing  along  with  engaging
interludes featuring selections from plato s dialogues a companion website at oup
com us herrick offers resources for students and instructors

an  imaginary  extended  dialogue  with  plato  socrates  spinoza  and  william james
presents  philosophical  ideas  that  have  never  been  more  relevant  for  western
civilization neal k grossman discusses how a post materialist social order can solve
the challenges of modern life and insure our survival

presents a critical study of the life and views of ancient greek philosopher socrates
that references the writings of aristophanes xenophon plato and aristotle

socrates has a unique position in the history of philosophy it is no exaggeration to say
that  had  it  not  been  for  his  influence  on  plato  the  whole  development  of  western
philosophy  might  have  been  unimaginably  different  yet  socrates  wrote  nothing
himself  and  our  knowledge  of  him  is  derived  primarily  from the  engaging  and
infuriating  figure  who  appears  in  plato  s  dialogues  in  this  very  short  introduction
christopher taylor explores the life of socrates and his philosophical activity before
looking to the responses his philosophical doctrines have evoked in the centuries
since his betrayal and execution at fellow athenian hands examining the relationship
between  the  historical  socrates  and  the  platonic  character  taylor  considers  the
complex question of  how far  it  is  possible  to  distinguish the philosopher  s  own
thought from that of those others who wrote about him and explores the enduring
image of socrates as the ideal exemplar of the philosophic life a thinker whose moral
and intellectual  integrity permeated every detail  of  his  life this  new edition also
includes a new chapter analysing the reception and influence of socrates in 19th and
20th century philosophical  thought  about  the series  the very short  introductions
series from oxford university press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area these pocket sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly  our  expert  authors  combine  facts  analysis  perspective  new  ideas  and
enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging topics highly readable

excerpt from a day in athens with socrates translations from the protagoras and the
republic of plato ethical problems to solve which was the avowed object of this new
school bf philosophy but too frequently were abandoned for a training intended to
ensure worldly success and fame high ideals sometimes even moral standards were
practically ignored ability in discussion facility of expression came to be regarded not
merely as helps to reach truth but as the sole end of education the greatest good of
man 2 it is doubtless true that to class all the immediate predecessors of socrates



Think With Socrates An Introduction To Critical Thinking

5 Think With Socrates An Introduction To Critical Thinking

indiscriminately in one school is as unfair as to make their supposed method a mere
synonyme for specious argument also in their favour it should be remembered that
an inestimable service was ren dered by these men in preparing the ground for
socrates himself and through him for all subsequent philosophers had the doctrine
that  man  is  the  measure  of  all  things  not  been  proclaimed  by  protagoras  the
conclusion would less soon have been reached that not only is philosophy made for
man but that man also is made for philosophy and that hence his bounden duty nay
his privilege it is to apply to each act of his life the test whereby the true may be
separated from the false the real from the unreal about the publisher forgotten books
publishes  hundreds  of  thousands  of  rare  and  classic  books  find  more  at
forgottenbooks  com this  book  is  a  reproduction  of  an  important  historical  work
forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy
in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may
be replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state
of such historical works

excerpt from a day in athens with socrates translations from the protagoras and the
republic of plato these dialogues have been brought together not with the idea that
they will  afford any adequate conception of  plato s philosophy the outgrowth of  the
teachings of socrates but because they embody one of the most vivid pictures which
have come down to us of the age in which these men lived and taught it would be
hard indeed to find a more perfect illustration of the distinctive characteristics of any
age  than  is  contained  in  the  dialogues  of  plato  painter  and  poet  no  less  than
philosopher he borrows colour from the scenes which surround him and finds voice for
his  loftiest  theories  in  the  conversations  of  the  men  with  whom he  is  in  daily
intercourse as we follow the drama enacting before us we feel that the lapse of
centuries forms no barrier between that age and our own only when the action is set
aside for the extended consideration of some abstract theme are we made aware that
our want of familiarity with the intellectual standpoint of that day too often proves an
obstacle  to  a  clear  apprehension  of  the  argument  some  of  these  difficulties  may
perhaps best be met by a glance at the position occupied by the newer schools of
philosophy in relation to those that had gone before about the publisher forgotten
books  publishes  hundreds  of  thousands  of  rare  and  classic  books  find  more  at
forgottenbooks  com this  book  is  a  reproduction  of  an  important  historical  work
forgotten books uses state of the art technology to digitally reconstruct the work
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy
in rare cases an imperfection in the original such as a blemish or missing page may
be replicated in our edition we do however repair the vast majority of imperfections
successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state
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of such historical works

what is the philosophy of sweat reality tv domestic warfare making up and having sex
take  a  sparkling  ride  through  an  ordinary  day  with  hilarious  philosophical  gadfly
robert rowland smith in breakfast with socrates ever want to have a bagel with hegel
eggs with bacon or spend a day with socrates mill herodotus or kant able to pick their
brains about the most mundane moments of your life former oxford philosophy fellow
robert rowland smith thought he would and so with dry wit and marvelous invention
smith whisks you through a typical day injecting a little philosophy into it at every
turn wake up with descartes go to work with plato and nietzsche visit the gym with
kant have sex with ovid or simone de beauvoir as the day unfolds smith grounds
complex abstract ideas in concrete experience giving you an informal introduction to
applying philosophy to everyday life not only does breakfast with socrates cover the
basic arguments of philosophy it brings an irresistible insouciant charm to its big
questions waking us up to the richest possible range of ideas on how to live neither
breakfast lunch nor dinner will ever be the same again

follow along with one of history s greatest philosophers socrates as he interacts with
the citizens of athens and challenges their beliefs in this philosophical classic this
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the
knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the public domain in the
united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may
freely  copy  and  distribute  this  work  as  no  entity  individual  or  corporate  has  a
copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is
important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the
public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

the socrates of plato s early dialogues is the focus of this collection of essays scholars
of socrates discuss the problem of our knowing the historical socrates the socratic
method of examining the statements of others socratic definition and the concept of
virtue in socrates thought this anthology of essays some written for this volume and
others  previously  published  offers  a  cross  section  of  insights  and  views  on  socrates
for the beginning student as well as for the professional philosopher

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of
the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work was reproduced from the
original artifact and remains as true to the original work as possible therefore you will
see the original copyright references library stamps as most of these works have
been housed in our most important libraries around the world and other notations in
the work this work is in the public domain in the united states of america and possibly
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other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as
no entity individual  or  corporate has a copyright  on the body of  the work as a
reproduction of a historical artifact this work may contain missing or blurred pages
poor pictures errant marks etc scholars believe and we concur that this work is
important enough to be preserved reproduced and made generally available to the
public we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank you for
being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

since its publication in 1994 richard mckirahan s philosophy before socrates has
become the standard sourcebook in presocratic philosophy it provides a wide survey
of greek science metaphysics and moral and political philosophy from their roots in
myth to the philosophers and sophists of the fifth century a comprehensive selection
of fragments and testimonia translated by the author is presented in the context of a
thorough and accessible discussion an introductory chapter deals with the sources of
presocratic  and  sophistic  texts  and  the  special  problems  of  interpretation  they
present  in  its  second  edition  this  work  has  been  updated  and  expanded  to  reflect
important new discoveries and the most recent scholarship changes and additions
have been made throughout the most significant of which are found in the chapters
on the pythagoreans parmenides zeno anaxagoras and empedocles and the new
chapter on philolaus the translations of some passages have been revised as have
some interpretations and discussions a new appendix provides translations of three
hippocratic writings and the derveni papyrus

xenophon s socratic works demonstrates that xenophon a student of socrates military
man and man of letters is an indispensable source for our understanding of the life
and philosophy of socrates david m johnson restores xenophon s most ambitious
socratic work the memorabilia socratic recollections to its original literary context
enabling readers to experience it as xenophon s original audience would have rather
than as a pale imitation of platonic dialogue he shows that the memorabilia together
with xenophon s apology provides us with our best evidence for the trial of socrates
and a comprehensive and convincing refutation of  the historical  charges against
socrates johnson s account of socrates moral psychology shows how xenophon s
emphasis  on  control  of  the  passions  can  be  reconciled  with  the  intellectualism
normally attributed to socrates chapters on xenophon s symposium and oeconomicus
estate manager reveal how xenophon used all the literary tools of socratic dialogue to
defend socratic  sexual  morality  symposium and debate the merits  and limits  of
conventional  elite  values  oeconomicus  throughout  the  book johnson argues  that
xenophon s portrait of socrates is rich and coherent and largely compatible with the
better known portrait of socrates in plato xenophon aimed not to provide a rival
portrait of socrates johnson shows but to supplement and clarify what others had said
about  socrates  xenophon  s  socratic  works  thus  provides  readers  with  a  far  firmer
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basis  for  reconstruction of  the trial  of  socrates a  key moment in  the history  of
athenian democracy and for our understanding of socrates seminal impact on greek
philosophy this volume introduces xenophon s socratic works to a wide range of
readers from undergraduate students encountering socrates or ancient philosophy for
the first time to scholars with interests in socrates or ancient philosophy more broadly
it is also an important resource for readers interested in socratic dialogue as a literary
form the trial  of  socrates greek sexual  morality the central  topic of  xenophon s
symposium or greek social history for which the oeconomicus is a key text

a lively and accessible introduction to the quintessential philosopher and the civilized
world  s  first  enemy  of  the  state  named  a  best  teen  ya  nonfiction  title  of  2022  by
kirkus reviews socrates a life worth living traces the life and ideas of one of western
civilization  s  founding  philosophers  whose  influence  is  still  felt  more  than  two
thousand years later socrates is famous for how he died executed by the athenian
government for corrupting the youth of athens but his most important contribution
was to challenge the people around him to test their ideas and beliefs in conversation
with each other in the belief that in this way we could become a society that knows
the difference between truth and falsehood and find what makes a life worthwhile he
did not claim to have definitive answers but he knew that knowledge was the key to
finding  them  and  he  invited  everyone  he  met  to  join  him  in  his  quest  the  socratic
method is the first and still the best method for distinguishing truth from falsehood in
socrates  a  life  worth  living  award  winning  author  devra  lehmann  gives  us  the  first
biography  for  young  readers  of  the  thinker  who  has  seen  no  equal
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